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Contact Me 

The best way to 

contact me is via 

email at 

Anna.Kiley@husd.org 
 

If you would like to 

speak on the phone, 
please email me with 
your phone number 
and the best time to 
reach you and I will call 
you back.  

 

Upcoming 
Dates 

September 19 – 
college and career 
night 

September 25 – early 
release 

October 30-11 – Fall 
Break 

 

Finding Our Groove 
As we approach the end of first quarter, we have settled into classroom routines and 

expectations.  Students are becoming skilled at the daily Plickers questions, being 

prepared for class, and meeting the expectations of classroom behavior.   

Unit 2: Cells 
 

Our focus of study this unit is the basic unit of all life, the cell.  From learning the 

interesting and controversial beginnings of the cell theory to the components of cell theory, 
we have discussed a lot about how scientific theories come to be.  Students have compared 
prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells as well as identified the structure and function of all the 
major cell organelles.  Finally, we investigated the role proteins play in the cell membrane 
and contrasted passive and active transport.   

  

Looking Ahead 

 

Following the cells unit, 

we will be delving into 

the complimentary 

processes of 

photosynthesis and 

cellular respiration.  This 

small unit will bring us to 

the end of Quarter 1.   

Please note, there is 

no district assessment 

or cumulative test in 

biology for Quarter 1.   

 Call for Tissues 
 

Thank you for the families that donated two boxes of tissues last month.  We have 

used them up and now are in need of more.  Donations welcome        
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Earth Club 
 

Earth Club is in full swing and this year, students are working hard on a recycling plan here at 
HHS.  Interested students should visit Ms. Gow in room 304 for more information and how to 
join.  

Amoeba Sisters and Crash Course 
These free resources are an excellent option for review of scientific material covered in class.  Simply 

google “amoeba sisters” or “crash course” on the lesson subject and you’re sure to find a video which 

covers the information.  For general biology students, amoeba sisters is a better choice because crash 

course is designed for college level students and often includes more information than what we cover in 

class.   

 
 

 

  

  

Honors Biology: HeLa Cells 
 

 

Honors biology began the cells unit with a discussion about biological ethics as it relates to 

human tissue samples.  We learned about the HeLa cells, which became hugely valuable to 
scientists and helped with the development of many vaccines and disease cures.  HeLa cells, 

however, were initially collected from a woman named Henrietta Lacks without her knowledge 
after a tumor was removed and further studied following her death.  Students did research 
and watched a video lecture on informed consent and the use of human cells and then were 

challenged to make a thesis statement explaining their take on whether limits should be 
placed on scientific research.  The ensuing “silent debate” required students to read others’ 

anonymous thesis statements and add to the discussion with their own beliefs, backed by the 
information learned in the research and video.  The silent discussion is posted outside of room 
301 for anyone to stop by and read.  It was fascinating to read and inspiring to know our 

students have such deep thinking!  

 

Fall Break  
 

Can you believe fall break is fast approaching?  What are your family plans?  Will your 
student be participating in athletics or other activities during our two weeks off?  How 

about a family vacation?  Our family will be taking our first camping trip of the 
fall/winter season to Patagonia Lake in the Tucson area.  Camping is our favorite 

family activity and we can’t wait!  I hope you enjoy your break however you can       


